Apoptosis in inflammatory-fibroproliferative disorders of the vessel wall.
Apoptotic cell death is a hallmark of inflammatory-fibroproliferative disorders of the vessel wall. Here, we review what is currently known about cell death within atherosclerotic and restenotic lesions. We also examine evidence suggesting that inflammatory cells contribute to the regulation of cell turnover within these lesions, and discuss the molecules expressed by vascular cells that modulate these processes. In toto, these studies suggest that apoptosis is prevalent in vascular lesions, controlling the viability of both inflammatory and vascular cells, and thus determining the cellular composition of the vessel wall.